Dividing Syllables

(tune:  Mary Had a Little Lamb)




When dividing syllables, 




Syllables, syllables,




Each one must have ONE vowel SOUND,




That is the rule, you see.

In some words you’ll see two vowels, 

See two vowels, See two vowels,

In the middle you will find
ONE consonant between.



Divide after a vowel that’s LONG, 


Vowel that’s long, vowel that’s long,


It’s called an OPEN syllable,


Su-per re-port for me!






Consonant joins a vowel that’s SHORT,






Vowel that’s short, vowel that’s short,






Say the syllable is CLOSED,






Like rob–in in a tree.

Some words have two consonants, 

Two consonants, two consonants,

SHORT vowel comes before the two,

Divide them in between.


Mon-key, pic-ture, pen-cil, too, 


Pen-cil too, pen-cil too, pen-cil too,


Let-ter has twins.  Yes it’s true.


Each side gets one T.














If the word ends in –l e,




In –l e, in –l e,





Look, a consonant is there,





Right before the –l e.







A-ble, ta-ble, rum-ble, see







Rum-ble see, rum-ble see,







Take that final consonant







And stick it with –l e.

Root words split from prefixes,

Prefixes and suffixes,

Re-write, care-ful, and teach-er,

Please don’t be un-hap-py.




Sometimes we will break that rule,




Break that rule, break that rule,




If we double consonants




Before endings we see. 


In beg-in-ning, double the N,


Double the N, double the N,


Split between the consonant twins,


One N with –i n g.


Finally, there’s compound words,

Compound words, compound words,

Separate the two small words

It’s easy, as you’ll see.





Race-car, snow-man, bas-ket-ball,





Bas-ket-ball, bas-ket-ball,





Dividing all these syllables





Is so much fun for me!
  long


v - cv





Shortvc - cv





- c le





prefix - root


root - suffix








root - c suffix





word - word





  short


vc - v











