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Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents, 

  

We are fortunate to have back with us this year at Ranch View, Mrs. Stacey Castro, who is teaching 2nd grade.  

Stacey has taught several grades both at the elementary and junior high within the District.   Our classified staff 

changes are: Miss Almerinda Rocha (retired) is replaced by Mrs. Cindy Maisel in the kitchen; Mrs. Melinda Saeb 

(retired) by Mrs. Jamey Schuerger as an RSP Instructional Aide; and Mrs. Maira Ruiz (who is now working full time) 

by Mrs. Flor Garcia as an EL Instructional Aide.  We are thankful for the service and care these ladies provided and are 

providing to our students.  

Our student population has grown from 652 the first day of school to 667 as of October 2nd.  We have about 30 

less students than when we ended the school year in June 2009.  District wide we are below our projected enrollment. 

We are recognizing students in grades 3, 4, & 5 who have shown improvement in their English Language Arts/

Math State CST scores and to those who have scored proficient or advanced in either of these two subject areas.  I want 

to thank the staff for their instruction toward meeting standards, the parents for their support, and to the students for 

their efforts toward achieving an API score of 850 in 2008-2009, a growth of 21 points from the API score of 829 in 

2007-2008 school year.  Our target for 2009-2010 will be to exceed our present score and maintain high expectations.  

Your assistance with homework and preparation for classroom tests will benefit your child as they strive to meet 

California grade-level standards.   

 The Ranch View Staff and PTA Board would like to thank you for your time and financial support at our Back-

to-School Night, Book Fair, PTA fundraisers and Membership Drive.  The profits are returned to your children by way 

of awards, field trips, assemblies, classroom supplies, community events, etc.  Working as a community for our 

students will benefit their academic and developmental growth.   

 Donôt miss out in October!  The students will enjoy a Red Ribbon Week Assembly, a field trip for Kindergarten 

and 1st Grade students, PTA sponsored Movie Night, DJ Party and Limo Lunch as prizes earned for the fundraiser, and 

dressing up for our Halloween Parade. When choosing costumes, please keep in mind that they must be appropriate for 

school.  Scary masks, fake blood and toy weapons are to be left at home.  Students will bring home more information 

as the date approaches.  Parent-Conference Week is October 5-9.  Teachers have scheduled a time to share your 

childôs progress since the school year began.  

 Again, thank you for your attentiveness to your childôs academics and attendance.  We look forward to the 

month of October and its many events.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Peggy Van Dyk  
Principal  

Ranch View Elementary 
ñA Drug  and Tobacco Free Schoolò 

3300 Old Archibald Ranch Road 

Ontario, CA 91761 

Ph # 947-5545 

http://www.mtnview.k12.ca.us 

Peggy Van Dyk, Principal 

Hazel Audet, Editor 



IN THIS ISSUEé 

Principalôs Message ........................................... 1 

School News  ..................................................... 2 

Citizens / Readers of the Month ........................ 3 

Calendar  ............................................................ 4 

California ShakeOut .......................................... 5 

Earthquake Safety .............................................. 6 

2 October 2009  

SCHOOL NEWS  

 During Back to School 

Night or Conference Week you 

received a flyer announcing the 

website that connects to our 

school library.  I would like to 

encourage you to check this 

website out at home and use it to 

assist your children in their book 

selections. 

 This website shows all the books that are in 

the Ranch View Library in addition to their 

availability.  Also, you will be able to see the 

Accelerated Reader reading level and the points 

associated with that book.  If you do not find a 

reading level and points listed, it means that the 

book does not have an AR test on it. 

 You can refine your search to reflect the 

reading range that the teachers have informed your 

student as a result of the STAR testing.  In the drop 

down box under ñSearch Reading Programsò, select 

Accelerated Reader and then input your reading 

range, i.e. Reading Level 3.0 to 4.0 and Point Value 

0.5 to 7.0, then hit your enter button.  You will now 

receive a listing of the books that are in the Ranch 

View Library that meets the criteria you have 

requested.  When you click on the ñDetailsò box, it 

will give you a brief explanation of what the story is 

about. 

 This is an excellent way to be involved in 

your students reading interests and progress.  The 

website to put in your computer web browser is: 

http://destiny.mtnview.k12.ca.us 

 

If you have any questions, please call me at the 

school and I will get back to you as soon as my 

schedule allows. 

 

Mrs. Anderson  

A Word From a Wrangler: 
 

This year we are encouraging all students to write 

short notes to the teachers and/or staff members at 

Ranch View Elementary.  If you have a special story 

about a teacher/staff member who did something to 

make you feel wonderful, we would love to hear 

about it.  We are planning a very special surprise for 

our teachers/staff members during the week of May 

3, 2010, in observance of Teacher Appreciation/Staff 

Appreciation Week.  All notes should be dropped off 

before or after school in the office.  There is a new 

ñWORDS FROM WRANGLERSò purple box just 

for your notes!  Letôs all share the wonderful stories 

of our teachers/staff members here at Ranch View 

Elementary! 

STAR 2008-2009 Results 

Students who had a  

perfect 600 score. 

 
5th Grade  Test 

 

   Math 

   Math 

   Math 

   Math 

 

4th Grade  Test 

  

   Math 

   Math 

   Math 

   Math 

   Math 

   Math 

 

3rd Grade  Test 

 

   Math 

   Math 

   Math 

 

2nd Grade  Test 

 

   English Language Arts 

   English Language Arts 

   Math   (all answers correct) 
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Student Council Officers Elected for 2009-2010: 

 

President -  

Vice-President -  

Secretary -  

Treasurer -  

Conservationist -  

Historian -  
 

Student Council Representatives will 

be announced at a later time. 
 

Congratulations to the 2009-2010 

Student Officers! 
 

Mrs. Carrasco & Mr. Serian  
Student Council Advisors  

CITIZENS OF THE MONTH 
 FOR SEPTEMBER 

 
 

READERS OF THE MONTH 
 FOR SEPTEMBER 

 
 

A Message From the Health Office 

 

If you are picking up a sick or injured student, please 

go directly to the Health Office.  It is located in the 

front of the school right behind the flagpole.  Thank 

you for your cooperation! 

Student Council News 

 

Congratulations to our new Officers.  The first 

meeting of Student Council will be on Wednesday, 

October 14, 2009, from 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  All 

new members please meet in Room 24. 



Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
Saturday/
Sunday  

2 3 4 5 
Announce Citizens and 

Readers of the Month 

Make Up Picture Day 

6 

Pizza w/ Ms. Van Dyk 

for Citizens 

7/8 

9 10 

PTA Mtg. 7 pm 

11 

Holiday - No School 

 

 
 

Veteranôs Day 

12 

 

13 

End 1st Trimester 

14/15 

16 

School Board Mtg. 7 pm 

17 18 

Student Council Mtg.  

1:30 pm 

19 

SSC 2:50 pm 

20 

 

 

 

 

21/22 

23 

 

HOLIDAY  

24 

 

NO 

25 

 

SCHOOL 

26 

 

 

 
Thanksgiving 

27 

 

NO 

28/29 

 

SCHOOL 

30      

 NOVEMBER - 2009 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
Saturday/
Sunday  

    1 

Announce Citizens and 

Readers of the Month 

2 

Pizza w/ Ms. Van Dyk for 

Citizens 

3/4 

5 

Parent/Teacher 

Conference Week 

11:20am  dismissal 

6 

Conference Week 11:20 

am dismissal 

K Field Trip-Playhouse  

7 

 Conference Week 

11:20 am dismissal 1st 

Gr. Field Trip-Playhouse 
 

8 

Parent/Teacher 

Conference Week 

11:20 dismissal 

9 

Parent/Teacher 

Conference Week 11:20 

am dismissal Deficiency 
Notices sent home 

10/11 

12 

Non-Student Day 

No School 

 
Columbus Day 

13 
Intervention Begins 

PTA  Mtg. 7 pm 

14 

1:30 pm Student Council 

15 

Great California 

ShakeOut Day 

16 

 

 

 
National Bossô Day 

17/18 

 

19 

Benchmark Testing  

Grades 1-5 

School Board Mtg. 7 pm 

20 21 22 

Fundraiser Limo Lunch 

23 24/25 

26 

Red Ribbon Week 

27 28 

Wear Red Day 

29 30 

Halloween Parade 

All K attend AM 

Go The Distance 
Assemblies  

31/1 

 

 

 
31 - Halloween 

OCTOBER - 2009 



 

Are You Ready to ShakeOut?  

Weôre all in this together... 

¶ On the third Thursday of October each year, 

you can join the millions of Californians who will 

“Drop, Cover, and Hold On” in The Great 

California ShakeOut, the largest earthquake 

drill ever! 

¶ As described below, major earthquakes may happen where you work, live, or travel in 
California. The ShakeOut is our chance to practice how to protect ourselves, and for everyone to 
become prepared. The goal is to prevent disasters from becoming catastrophes.  

 
¶ Why is a “Drop, Cover, and Hold On” drill important? As with anything, to act quickly you must 

practice often. You may only have seconds to protect yourself in an earthquake before strong 
shaking knocks you down, or something falls on you. 

¶ Other preparedness information is on the back of this flyer and is online at 
www.earthquakecountry.org. 

¶ Everyone can participate! Individuals, families, businesses, schools, government agencies, 
community groups, and other organizations are all invited to register.  

¶ Register now at www.ShakeOut.org  

This section of the San Andreas Fault in central California is 

how most people picture faults. But many faults do not reach the 

surface, are under the ocean along the coast, or are covered by 

streets or buildings. No matter where we are in California, we 

must be prepared! 

California is earthquake country!  

¶ California experiences earthquakes as large as 
the 1994 Northridge or 1989 Loma Prieta 
quakes (or larger) twice each decade, on av-
erage. 

¶ All areas of California have experienced 
earthquakes in the past and will do so again in 
the future. There are hundreds of faults 
throughout the state that can have large 
earthquakes. 

¶ There is a 50% chance of a magnitude 7.5 or 
greater earthquake somewhere in California in 
the next 30 years (www.scec.org/ucerf). 

¶ While some areas and certain faults have a 
higher chance of earthquakes than others, the 
risk anywhere in California is high when com-
pared to most areas of the country. 

This document was printed under a grant from FEMAôs Grant Program Directorate, U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  Points 

of view or opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position or 

policies of FEMAôs Grant Programs Directorate or the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

http://www.earthquakecountry.org/
http://www.shakeout.org/
http://www.scec.org/ucerf).


 

 

 

 

The Seven Steps to Earthquake Safety 

From Putting Down Roots in Earthquake Country, available at 

www.earthquakecountry.org 

PREPARE 
1.  Identify earthquake hazards in your home, and check if you are in a tsunami hazard zone: 

You should secure anything heavy enough to hurt you if it falls on you, or anything that will be a 

significant loss if it breaks. Move heavy objects to lower locations, strap your water heater and top 

heavy furniture to walls, and securing electronics and valuables to tables. Do you live, work, or 

travel near the coast? Find out what areas are at risk of a tsunami. 

2.  Create a disaster plan: Plan now what each person in your household will do before, during and 

after an earthquake. Have a meeting place and an out-of-state contact. Learn basic first aid. Plan 

how to deal with the risk of fire, potential lack of utilities and basic services, and aftershocks. For 

those with functional or mobility needs, identify people who can assist you where you regularly 

spend time. Learn the natural and official warnings of a tsunami and know how to respond.  

3.  Create disaster supplies kits:  Everyone should have personal disaster supplies kits, which are 

useful for many emergencies. Keep one kit in your home, one in your car, and a third at work. Your 

home should have a larger household kit with supplies to last three days to one week.  

4.  Identify and fix your buildingôs weaknesses: There are several common issues that can limit a 

building's ability to withstand earthquake shaking, such as inadequate foundations, unbraced 

cripple walls, soft first stories and unreinforced masonry. Seek professional retrofitting advice if 

your building has these issues. 

PROTECT 
5.  During earthquakes ïDrop, cover and hold on: Drop to the floor, take cover under a sturdy 
desk or table, and hold on to it firmly. If no table is nearby, drop to the floor near an interior wall and 
cover your head and neck with your arms and hands. Face away from windows or mirrors. Do not 
leave a building during an earthquake. If you use a wheelchair or have other mobility impairments, 
protect your head and neck with a pillow or your arms if you are able. Learn more at 

www.dropcoverholdon.org, including what to do in different situations. Everyone can practice what 

to do during earthquakes in the Great California ShakeOut (www.ShakeOut.org). 

RECOVER 
6.  After earthquakes ïCheck for injuries and damage: Remain calm and take care of yourself 
first. If you live on the coast in a tsunami inundation zone, immediately walk to higher ground or 
inland away from the coast. If you are in a safe area, help others and check for damage. Learn in 
advance what to do about fire, leaking gas, electrical dangers, and chemical spills. Aftershocks may 
cause additional damage so be ready to drop,  

7. When safe, continue to follow your disaster plan: If you evacuated coastal areas - stay away 
until officials permit you to return. When possible, if you cannot stay in your home, take your 
disaster kit and get to a safe location. Listen to a portable radio for news, and call your out-of-state 
contact. Begin your recovery by organizing your financial papers and documenting any damage.   
 

The Earthquake Country Alliance is a statewide partnership of earthquake experts, 

emergency managers, business and community leaders, and others working to help 

Californians prepare for earthquakes. Visit www.earthquakecountry.org/alliance. 

The California Emergency Management Agency is a proud leader and partner in the 

Earthquake Country Alliance. Learn more about disaster readiness, and about CalEMA’s 

programs and responsibilities at www.calema.ca.gov. 

http://www.earthquakecountry.org/
http://www.dropcoverholdon.org/
http://www.shakeout.org/
http://www.earthquakecountry.org/alliance.
http://www.calema.ca.gov/

