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Principalôs Message 
Dear Parents, 

 

Iôm thankful for the time I had to enjoy my family and give thanks for the many blessings surrounding my life 

during the Thanksgiving Break. As we move into the Christmas Season, may you all celebrate the love amongst family 

and friends and enjoy the opportunity to give to those you love and appreciate. 

 Our PTA is sponsoring a Santa Shop December 7th-11th.  This is a great chance for our students to do a little 

holiday shopping of their own without mom and dad. 

The Student Council will be collecting toys for the Ontario Fire Department to distribute amongst needy 

families.  Here is an excellent opportunity to share a gift for a special child whose parents may have recently lost a job, 

suffered an illness or lost a home.  Whatever the reason, there is joy in ñgivingò. 

Our 1st Trimester Awards Assembly will be held on December 4th to recognize students who were honored for 

being selected as Citizen/Reader of the Month for September, October, and November.  Those students who received a 

Wrangler Award during the 1st Trimester have a chance to have their name drawn at the assembly.  Sixty students will 

receive an ice cream at the end of their lunch plus a pencil.  We are continuing to recognize students for excellent 

attendance.  Students will receive a certificate for having one excused absence or less and no more than one excused 

tardy. 

Second graders have a busy month with a ñWinter Wonderlandò program on December 10th @ 6:30p.m., a 

Polar Express Experience on December 11th, and a field trip to Knottôs Berry Farm on December 14th to compare life of 

today with that of long ago.  Thanks to all of you, through our fall PTA fundraiser, our students have these educational 

opportunities at and away from school. 

We would like to thank Mrs. Krystel Matheson for the opportunities she organized for our 5th grade students to 

earn money toward attending Outdoor Educational Camp, February 16-19.  Our next payment of $50.00 is due now 

and everyone needs to have camp paid for by January 15th.  There is a lot of planning to take place by the 5th grade 

teachers regarding cabin assignments, preparations, and lessons for those not attending camp.  Please notify your 

childôs teacher in regards to financial issues prior to the Winter Break.  We truly want to see every student experience 

this opportunity. 

The last day of school before Winter Break is Thursday, December 17th. All Kindergarteners will attend the 

morning session (8:00 a.m.-11:20 a.m.) and all students in grades 1-5 will be dismissed at 11:20 a.m.  School resumes 

January 4th. 

 

All of the Ranch View staff wishes you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Can you believe it 2010! 

 

 
 
Peggy Van Dyk  
Principal  
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CITIZENS OF THE MONTH 
 FOR NOVEMBER 

 
 

READERS OF THE MONTH 
 FOR NOVEMBER 

 
 

Free Homework Help 
 

Colony High School Key Club is offering free homework help.  Homework Help 

sessions are held every Monday and Thursday from 2:40 - 5:00 p.m. at the 

Colony High Branch Library located at 3850 E. Riverside Drive in Ontario.  



PTA NEWS  

NEW PERSONAL CHECK POLICY AT RANCH VIEW  

  

As of November 30, 2009, Ranch View will only be accepting checks from parents of Ranch View 

students. For example, if a student sells items for a fundraiser, Ranch View will only accept payment for those 

items in the form of cash, money order, or a personal check from a parent of that student.  This policy applies 

to all purchases to Ranch View PTA, including, but not limited to spirit wear, all fundraisers, Santa Shop, 

etc.  If you are accepting a check from a neighbor, friend, etc, please have them make the check payable to 

you, the parent, and you, the parent, will then make a check payable to Ranch View PTA.  Ranch View PTA 

apologizes for any inconvenience, but due to an overwhelming number of returned checks we have now 

implemented this policy. 
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BOX TOPS - CAMPBELLôS SOUP LABELS - RALPHôS CLUB CARD - FOOD FOR LESS  
  

Just a reminder that we are still collecting Box Tops and Campbell's Soup labels.  All students at Ranch View 

directly profit from these programs.  By turning in Box Tops, Ranch View PTA receives a check twice a year 

and this money is used for field trips, bus fees to transport the students to these field trips, (yes, Ranch View 

does pay for this) computers in class rooms, computer programs, assemblies, and much more.  

  

By turning in Campbell's Soup labels, Ranch View gets points per every label and with those points we can 

purchase playground items, art supplies, and many other items for the students. 

  

Hopefully, you all received your new Ralph's Club and Food For Less bar code letter.  If you have not re-

registered your cards this new school year, please do so by going to: www.ralphs.com and click on "Sign In/

Register and follow the steps.  Or you can call:     1-800-660-9003 to update your card and to register Ranch 

View as your community partner.  Our students have received in excess of $1500 so far this year just for their 

family and friends, neighbors, etc., signing up with Ralph's Club and Food For Less and choosing Ranch View 

as their community contributions partner.  Every dollar you spend at these stores greatly benefits our 

children.  REMEMBER:  YOU MUST RE-REGISTER YOUR CARDS EVERY SCHOOL YEAR!  Please 

give this information to your family, neighbors, friends, etc.  More detailed website registration information is 

available in the front office  

SANTA SHOP DECEMBER 7 - 11 
  

Don't miss Ranch View's annual Santa 

Shop.  This is a great opportunity for the kids to 

shop for loved ones.  Each class will visit the 

Santa Shop on their appointed day and 

time.  What an opportunity for them to learn 

how to budget their money to buy something 

for friends and family.  Please look for 

information coming home.  The PTA is looking 

for volunteers to help shoppers at this 

function.  If you do not receive a call from the 

PTA to volunteer, please call the school office.  

SO YOU THINK YOU CAN DANCE?  

 

Save the date for our next Ranch View Family 

Event, "So You Think You Can Dance" March 

12, 2010.  Bring the whole family for a chance to 

show off your dancing moves.  Tickets will be 

pre-sold for dance entry and refreshments.  Look 

for information coming home in February  

http://www.ralphs.com
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS  

Halloween Costume Winners Announced 

 

Congratulations to all the Winners!  The costumes 

were very creative and it was hard choosing the best. 

The students all did an outstanding job this year.  The 

winners were: 

 

Most Deliciousé   as the Cupcake 

Cutesté   as the Turkey 

Most Originalé   as The Claw Machine 

Best Retroé   as Alfalfa 

Best Video Game Characteré    as Avitar 

Best Use of Technologyé   as the Robot 

Prettiesté  as the Fairy 

Most School Spirité        the Ranch View Wranglers

  

Tardy Form 
 
Date/Fecha _____________________________________ 
 
Time Arrived/Hora de llegar_________________________ 
 
Student/Estudiante________________________________ 
 
Teacher/Maestro(a) _______________________________ 
 
Reason/Razón  
 

Ǐ Illness/Enfermedad 

 

Ǐ Doctor or Dental appt./Cita con el doctor o dentista 

 

Ǐ Overslept/Despertó tarde 

 

Ǐ Car trouble/Problemas con automóvil 

 

Ǐ Other reason/Otra razón 

 
 
Signature/Firma _________________________ 

Absence Form 
 

Date(s) Absent/Fecha de Ausencia___________        
 
Student Name/Nombre de Estudiante _________ 
 
Teacher/Maestro(a) _____________________________
  
Reason/Razón 
      

Ǐ    Illness or Injury/Enfermedad o herida  

  

Ǐ    Doctor or Dentist Appointment/Cita con el doctor o dentista 

 

Ǐ   Family Funeral/Funeral Familiar    

 

Ǐ   Vacation or out of town/Vacaciones o fuera de la ciudad 

 

Ǐ   Other Reason/Otra Raz·n     

 
       

Signature/Firma ___________________________
  

Next Student Council Meeting, Wednesday, 

December 9, 2009 @ 1:30 p.m. 



ConnectSafely.org 
 

Safety and civility on computers and portable devices is something we all - teens, parents, everyone - need to 

be talking about! 

 

Social Web Safety Tips 

¶ Be nice online.  Treat people the way youôd want to be treated.  Only hang out online with people you 

know, and by all means donôt talk with strangers.  Think about what you post.  Passwords are private.  

Donôt share your password even with friends.  Pick a password you can remember and no one else can 

guess.  Parents, continue to be aware of how your children are using technology.  Protect them and support 

with critical thinking. 

¶ Mobile Phone Safety Tips.  Because people socialize on cell phones as much as online, cyber bullying 

can be mobile too.  Treat people on phones and the Web the way you would in person, and the risk of 

being bullied goes down.  If you do a lot of texting, consider the impact that being ñelsewhereò might be 

having on the people around you. Your presence during meals, at parties, in the car, etc. is not only polite; 

itôs a sign of respect and appreciation.  Constant texting and talking can affect sleep, concentration, school, 

and other things that deserve your thought and focus. 

 

Ways Busy Parents Can Help Children Succeed in School 

 
¶ Find out whether your employer works with local schools.  A growing number of companies now allow  

      employers to take part in ñAdopt-a-Schoolò program where the company helps the school with  

      volunteers, supplies and other support to help children learn.  If your employer does not have such a  

      partnership, perhaps one could be established with the school. 

¶ Use time in the car with your child, or other pockets of time, to squeeze in a little more learning. You can  

      have them review spelling words, talk about what they are going to write on an essay, count stop signs/ 

      signals, or review multiplication/subtraction/addition facts.  Set priorities.  Spend time reading with your     

      child and do your laundry when they are asleep.  Spend one-on-one time.  Kids need both ñqualityò and     

      ñquantityò time with you.  Thereôs nothing like spending time alone with a parent to make a child feel 

      special.  Every week, make an appointment to spend some time alone with each of your children. Get  

      out your calendar and write it in.  Then treat that appointment as seriously as you would an important  

      business meeting.  Find your childôs best time for studying.  This may be a key to his/her success in  

      school.  Work with your child to find the homework time thatôs best for them. 

¶ Volunteer After Hours ï You donôt always have to come to school during the day to help your childôs  

      school.  Collect and send in materials needed for a class project.  Recruit other parents to volunteer.  Enlist 

      businesses to donate to a school fundraiser or school supplies.  Attend a school event held in the evening-  

      programs, plays, PTA events.  Collect Box Tops, Campbellôs Soup labels, register for Ranch View at  

      Ralphs, Vons, Target and other supportive school businesses, and help at evening PTA fundraiser  

      activities. 

 

Stranger Danger  
 At all times during the school year, it is a good time as parents to remind your children to refrain from talking 

to or taking anything from someone they do not know.  Here are a few tips to cover with your child:  

 ã    Avoid walking home alone.  

 ã    Refrain from talking to someone unknown to you.  

 ã    Do not take anything from a stranger.  

 ã    Do not go near or get into a strange vehicle.  

 ã    Do not give out your address/phone number.  

 ã    Do not tell anyone your parents are not home. 
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SCHOOL NEWS  
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Reading 

Reading at home each evening is a vital part of each childôs education.  Statistics show that 

those students who are read to or read for themselves have a higher level of academic success.  

Students who check out two library books each week should be able to return the books complete and 

take the accelerated reader test.  The books checked out from the library are at their reading level.  

Thirty to forty-five minutes each afternoon plus allotted time in class should keep them on target for their 

reading goal per trimester. 

During the Christmas Break be sure to keep up with your reading.  Sit by a fireplace, snuggled with a 

blanket, or on the lap of mom or dad and enjoy a good book. 

Wellness ï ñWhat Soft Drinks are Doing to Your Bodyò 
By Dr. Maoshing Ni 

 

 What are the worst beverages that you could be drinking for your health?  Answer:  Soda, pop, cola, 

soft drink.  Soft drinks contain little to no vitamins or other essential nutrients.  What they do contain is the 

problem:  caffeine, carbonation, simple sugars ï or worse, sugar substitutes ï and artificial coloring, flavoring, 

and preservatives. 

 Research has found that consumption of soft drinks in high quantity by children is responsible for 

many health problems such as:  tooth decay, obesity, type-2 diabetes, and heart disease. 

 Skip the soda and go for:  Fresh Water ï Water is a vital beverage for good health.  Each and every 

cell needs water to perform its essential functions.  Be careful with tap water, you may want to consider 

investing in a quality carbon-based filter.  On the go?  Try using a stainless steel thermos or bottled water.  

Fruit Juice ï If you are a juice drinker, try watering down your juice to cut back on the sugar content.  Dilute 

three parts filtered water to one part juice.  You will get a subtle sweet taste and the benefit of antioxidants.  

You probably will not miss the sweetness of sugary concentrated juice after a couple of weeks.  Tea ï Tea 

gently lifts your energy and has numerous health benefits.  Black, green, and white teas all contain antioxidant 

polyphenois.  If tea doesnôt satisfy your sweet tooth, try adding cinnamon or a little honey, which 

have important health benefits that refined sugar lacks. 

 

 Hope this will help you make healthy choices. 

The California Healthy Kids Survey  
 

Ranch View 5th grade students will be participating in The California Healthy Kids Survey on 

December 10th.  This survey is anonymous, voluntary, and completely confidential.  The survey is 

important to us in the planning, assessment and evaluation of alcohol, tobacco, other drug and violence 

prevention curriculum.  The survey assists the school in establishing a ñcaringò environment, high expectations 

and a connectiveness students feel to the school.  Schools accepting Safe and Drug Free School and 

Community funding from the federal government must administer the Survey. 

 The survey takes approximately fifty minutes and will be conducted by your childôs regular teacher.  In 

order for students to participate in the Healthy Kids Survey, your child must return your written permission to 

the school.  A copy is available at the front office of the school and posted on the District website at 

www.mtnview.k12.ca.us. 

I would encourage parents to give their permission for your child to participate in this important 

student survey.  The survey will help us promote better health among our communityôs youth, and combat 

problems such as drug and violence. 

http://www.mtnview.k12.ca.us/


Addition to Attendance Policy  
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The Mountain View School District believes that our primary purpose is to educate children. 

We further believe that in order for children to meet the challenges of the world, self-discipline 

and individual responsibility are essential. A very important part of school life, and future 

success, relate to promptness; promptness in completing and returning school assignments, as 

well as prompt and regular school attendance. 

 

Tardiness, as we know, can sometimes not be helped. We all have occasional family 

emergencies. However, tardies are disruptive, not only to the child who is tardy, but also to the 

education of each child in that classroom. In order for us to provide each child at Ranch View 

School with the best possible education, children need to be on time to school each day. It is 

not our purpose to discipline children for circumstances that may be beyond their control. 

However, students who do choose to be on time regularly will be recognized for the efforts. 

 

Perfect and Excellent Attendance will be recognized in the following manner.  

 

A student who has been enrolled for the entire trimester and maintained Perfect Attendance (no 

absences or tardies) or Excellent Attendance (one excused absence and/or one excused tardy) 

will have the opportunity to earn a chance towards winning a bicycle. The student who has 

earned Perfect Attendance will receive two tickets towards a drawing for a bicycle held at the 

third trimester awards assembly. A student earning Excellent Attendance will receive one 

ticket. These tickets will be awarded at the end of each trimester. Tickets will be held in the 

office until the drawing at the end of the year. 

 

Two bicycles will be awarded, and students must be enrolled for the entire trimester to be 

eligible for the bicycle drawing. 
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Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
Saturday/
Sunday  

    1 

No School 

Winter Break  

New Yearôs Day 

2/3 

 

**********  

4 

School Resumes 

5 

 

6 7 

Announce Citizens and 

Readers of the Month 

8 

Pizza w/ Ms. Van Dyk 

for Citizens 

9/10 

11 12 

PTA Mtg. 7 pm 

13 

1:30 pm Student Council 

Meeting 

14 

2:50 SSC Mtg. 

15 

 

16/17 

18 

No School - Holiday 

 

 
Martin Luther King Day 

19 

Benchmark Assessment 

#2 

20 21 

Parent/Teacher 

Conferences as needed 

11:20 am Dismissal   
Gr. 1-5 

22 

Parent/Teacher 

Conferences as needed 

11:20 am Dismissal  
Gr. 1-5 

23/24 

25 

No School - Non Student 

Day 

26 

Intervention Session #2 

Begins 

27 28 

Announce Citizens and 

Readers of the Month 

29 

Pizza w/ Ms. Van Dyk 

for Citizens 

30/31 

 JANUARY - 2010  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
Saturday/
Sunday  

  1 2 

Announce Citizens and 

Readers of the Month 

3 

Pizza w/ Ms. Van Dyk 

for Citizens 

4 

1st Trimester Awards 

Assemblies 

Report Cards go home 

5/6 

7 

Santa Shop during class  

8 

Santa Shop during class  

PTA Mtg. 7 pm 

9 

Santa Shop during class 

1:30 pm Student Council 

Meeting 

10 

Santa Shop during class 

2nd Grade Program  

6:30  pm 

11 

Santa Shop during class 

2nd Grade Polar Express 

day 
 

 

12/13 

 

 

 
12 - Hanukkah 

14 

School Board Mtg. 7 pm 

2nd Gr. Field Trip 

Knottôs Berry Farm  

8:15 am-2:15 pm 

15 

Last Day of Intervention 

16 17 

Last day of school before 

Winter Break 

All K attend AM 11:20 

am Dismissal for Gr. 1-5 

18 

No School -  

Admissionôs Day 

19/20 

 

21 

 

**********  
Winter Begins 

22 

 

WINTER  

23 

 

BREAK  

24 

 

NO SCHOOL 

25 

 

 

 
Christmas 

26/27 

 

**********  
Kwanzaa Begins 

28 

 

**********  

29 

 

WINTER  

30 

 

BREAK  

31 

 

NO SCHOOL 

Jan 1 

 

 

 
New Yearôs Day 

2/3 

 

**********  

DECEMBER - 2009 


